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On June 24, 2002, President Bush declared his policy objectives for the future of Israel and the Palestinians:  “My vision is two states, living side by side in peace and security.”  The President went on to say: “There is simply no way to achieve that peace until all parties fight terror….  Peace requires a new and different Palestinian leadership, so that a Palestinian state can be born.”

The American Jewish Committee welcomed the President’s statement of June 24, 2002, and is committed to the implementation of his vision.  It is in that context that we greet and seek the judicious application of the Roadmap released April 30, 2003 – a performance-based plan that, as stated in its text, seeks to attain “a final and comprehensive settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by 2005, as presented in President Bush’s speech of June 24.”

The President elaborated on his vision of Israeli-Palestinian peace in a statement issued March 14, 2003:  “The Palestinian state must be a reformed and peaceful and democratic state that abandons forever the use of terror.  The government of Israel, as the terror threat is removed and security improves, must take concrete steps to support the emergence of a viable and credible Palestinian state, and to work as quickly as possible toward a final status agreement.  As progress is made toward peace, settlement activity in the occupied territories must end.  And the Arab states must oppose terrorism, support the emergence of a peaceful and democratic Palestine, and state clearly that they will live in peace with Israel.”  Noting the creation of the office of Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority, the President made the following crucial point: “To be a credible and responsible partner, the new Palestinian Prime Minister must hold a position of real authority.”

The American Jewish Committee fully supports the President’s vision of two states, Israel, a Jewish state, and a future Palestinian Arab state, living side by side in peace and security.  As the President has noted, the Palestinian state must be reformed, peaceful and democratic, and must forever abandon the use of terror.  And as the President has further noted, it must be led by a person who is dedicated to a peaceful resolution of the outstanding issues and who has been granted real authority.  If the Palestinians end the armed conflict, including acts of terror, that they have initiated, we are confident that Israel will, as Prime Minister Sharon has stated, make “painful concessions” to attain peace.

We call upon the new Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority to implement his pledge to abandon the use of terror – and to see to it that the terror will, in fact, end.  We consider it essential that the United States is joined by the European Union and Arab states in seeing to it that, as President Bush has emphasized, real authority is vested in the new Palestinian leaders, committed to reform, and that the terror-tainted old leadership is finally discarded.  We further believe that the new Palestinian leadership, with support from the Arab states, must do everything in their power to disarm all terrorist groups, discontinue their operations, and dismantle the terror apparatus.  Absent tangible, consistent steps against terror, the Roadmap’s peace negotiations and land and security concessions will be worse than fruitless; they will be an invitation to further violence against Israelis and a further dimming of the hope of peace.

It is essential that progress under the Roadmap be based on actual performance rather than on mere declarations and adherence to arbitrary deadlines.  If it is made clear that peace can be achieved only when concrete and effective steps are taken to end all forms of terror and incitement to violence, including the preaching of hatred, and if it is understood that Israel has the sovereign right to determine its immigration laws, as does a future Palestinian state, we believe that the President’s vision can indeed be attained – and we yearn for its attainment.
